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1     Lesson: Sport commentary

EdRugby Online Educational Resource

LESSON: Sport commentary

THEME: Rugby media

DESCRIPTION: 
Students investigate sport commentators and the skills involved in calling a 
sporting event. They research what is involved and prepare to commentate on 
a school sporting event.

OUTCOMES
This lesson contributes to the achievement of the following unit outcomes:

English
 With teacher guidance, identifi es and discusses how linguistic structures 
and features work to shape readers’ and viewers’ understanding of texts. 

 Identifi es and discusses some of the relationships between ideas, 
information and events in visual texts designed for general viewing.

SUGGESTED TIME:
50 minutes 

WHAT YOU NEED:
– an example of a sports commentary (a video or audio recording from a radio 

or television commentary)

– the Internet

– library research books

– sports magazines.
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PART 1:  SPORT COMMENTARIES

a. Introduce the lesson by brainstorming international sporting events such as 
Rugby World Cup 2003, the Melbourne Cup, the Pan Pacifi c Golf 
Championships and Wimbledon Tennis. 

b. Further explore the role of sport commentators. Brainstorm with the class to 
fi nd out what a person would need to know to commentate on a sports 
event, in particular a major sporting event like Rugby World Cup 2003. 
Typical responses are outlined below.

Sport commentators need to know:

– rules of the sport

– general historical background about the sport

– statistics about each team, coach and each player

– relevant information about the referees and media press releases

– other…

c. Listen to the recordings and work with the class to develop a list of the 
types of information reported by the commentator. Record responses on the 
whiteboard and categorise the information under headings such as history, 
rules, players and referees.

d. Organise the class into pairs and assign each pair a major sports event to 
research.

e. Discuss each sport and the elements that a commentator would need to 
know as background information for his/her commentating on a particular 
sport. 

Some suggested guide questions include:

Describe the major sports event you are researching.

What is the history of the sport? What values does it represent? 

Where would a commentator fi nd information about the major sporting 
event you are researching?

What kind of information about the major sporting event you are 
researching is important for a commentator to know? Why?

f. Ask students to use the Internet, library books and sports magazines to 
create a list of elements. 

Ask each pair to report back to the whole class and develop a class list. 
Discuss the number of headings or categories and the information required 
for each category. Some suggestions for headings include Description of 
sport, History, Rules, Players and Referees.
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PART 2:  RESEARCH

a. Ask students to record a list of guide questions. Brainstorm further 
questions relevant to the sporting event they are researching.

b. Distribute copies of the Student handout – Sports commentary. Ask 
students to use the Internet, library books and sports magazines to fi nd out 
what information is available on the sporting event they are researching and 
what information is relevant for a sport commentary. Discuss and record.

Some suggested methods include:

– Provide source material such as selected magazine/text books and 
 encyclopaedias. 

– Organise Internet access for students.

– Book library time for students to do their research.

c. Ask students to complete their fi ndings for homework. Use the next lesson 
to follow up.

PART 3: REFLECTION

Refl ect on the role of sport commentaries for the audience and for the sport in 
general. Discuss the notion of the informative/comedic/motivational elements 
of sport commentaries.

PART 4: EXTENSION

 In pairs, students write a research paper on the type of information required 
to commentate on an upcoming important school sporting event.

 Arrange for a student to commentate on an important school sporting 
event. In pairs, students to prepare a list of what is required (for example, 
school PA system for commentator) and the kind of information the 
commentator needs to know about the chosen school sporting event. 

 Display student work and class votes on the most thoroughly prepared 
documentation. The winning pair of students share the role of 
commentating on the actual event.

 Invite a sport commentator to the school to share his/her perspective on 
the role of the commentator in sport.

 Have students develop some interview questions, including questions about 
what is involved in commentating on players from different countries, and 
fax to a sport commentator.
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STUDENT HANDOUT        SPORTS COMMENTARY

Major 
sporting 
event

Description History Rules Players Referees

Melbourne 
Cup

Rugby World 
Cup 2003


